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This dissertation is dedicated to Afro-American political thought, and in its focus are, 
without doubt, two most prominent Afro-American thinkers, Frederick Douglass and 
William Du Bois, and their different views on the future of African Americans in the 
United States. These differences derive from the basic premise: Douglass as a liberal 
placed the interest of the individual in the centre of his attention, and in that key he 
saw the emancipation of Afro-Americans from slavery and equalisation of all people 
in their natural rights, while for Du Bois the central place belongs to the interest of the 
collectives (race, class, nation etc.). 
 
The basic aim of this work is to connect the thoughts of Frederick Douglass and 
Francis Bacon, and to present what was not noticed in the body of research on this 
subject  t  thought derive not only from the Declaration of 
e
natural rights theory, but also that it draws inspiration from a more distant past, from 
The connection of Douglass and Bacon unveils the overlapping strains 
of th Our Composite Nationality  from 1869 and 
New At lant is from 1627. 
 
Another important point of this dissertation is a so far unnoticed congruence of the 
key ideas of William Du Bois and Nikolai Trubetz  concept of 
double consciousness and Trubetzkoy's theory that cosmopolitism is nothing but 
covert Romano-Germanic chauvinism. 
 
Besides this, the dissertation co   relation  through the 
lens of their basic mutual ideological differences  towards the key problems such as 
geopolitics and the place of the United States in the world, as well as their 
understanding of the phenomena of religion and the question of feminism, regarding 
disenfranchisement, the right to work, the right to motherhood and other rights. 
 
The final part of the dissertation discusses the future of liberalism and possible 
implications of liberal theory after its victory over the two modernity  competing 
ideologies fascism and communism and its transformation into post-liberalism. 
The dissertation also contemplates the connection of the blended race  
means of liberating from racism, with the contemporary theories that are being 
developed on the wave of ideological triumph of liberalism, and their concepts of 
liberating the individual from all the remaining collective identities.  
 
Ke ywords : Frederick Douglass, William Du Bois, Francis Bacon, Nikolai 
Trubetzkoy, Thomas Jefferson, Declaration of Independence, slavery, abolitionism, 
racial segregation, color line, double consciousness, talented tenth, religion, true 
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2 Myers, CP 2008, Frederick  Douglass, Race and the Rebirth of American Libera l ism, University Press 
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 (My Bondage and My Freedom).  
.7 
 
                                                                                                                                  
7 I never met with a slave who could tell me how old he was. Few slave-mothers know anything of the 
months of the year, nor of the days of the month. They keep no family records, with marriages, births, 
and deaths. They measure the ages of their children by spring time, winter time, harvest time, planting 
time, and the like; but these soon become undistinguishable and forgotten. Like other slaves, I cannot 
tell how old I am. This destitution was amang my earliest troubles . Douglass, F 1857, My Bondage 













                                                                                                                                  
8 Men do not love those who remind them of their sins  unless they have a mind to repent  and the 
still worse, perhaps, such a child is a constant offense to the wife. She hates its very presence, and 
when s slaveholding woman hates, she wants not means to give that hate telling effect . Ibid., p. 59. 
  
9 The practice of separating children from their mothers, and hiring the latter out at distances too great  
to admit of their meeting, except at long intervals, is a marked feature of the cruelty and barbarity of 












                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
to reduce man to a level with the brute. It is a successful method of obliterating from the mind and 
heart of the slave, all just ideas of the sacredness of the family, as an institution . Ibid., pp. 37 38. 
 
10 My poor mother, like many other slave-woman, had many children, but no FAMILY !. Ibid., p. 48. 
 
11 I could grow, though I could not became a man, but must remain, all my life, a minor  a mere 














                                                                                                                                  
12 
tood old master, with cowskin in hand, preparing his barbarous 
work with all manner of harsh, coarse, and tantalizing epithets. The screams of his victim were most 
Have mercy; Oh! Have 
mercy
stand.. From my heart I pitied her, and  child though I was  the outrage kindled in me a feeling far 
from peaceful; but I was hushed, terrified, stunned, and could do nothing, and the fate of Esther might 
be mine next . Ibid., pp. 87 88. 
  
13  I maintain that he was not nearly as 
disturbed by this racial origin as by having as a child witnessed the brutal/sexualized beating of the 
aunt who served as his surrogate mother . Lemons, GL 2009, Womanist Forefa thers F rederick  








F rederick  Douglass
16 
                                                                                                                                  
14 
overseer shouls  seem to have been wrong in the presence of the slave . Douglass, F 1857, My Bondage 
and My F reedom, Miller, Orton & Co., New York & Auburn, p. 121. 
  
15 
worth but hal f a cent to k i l l a nigger , and a hal f 
a cent to bury him  Ibid., p. 127. 
 













                                                                                                                                  
17 If you give a nigger an inch, he will take an ell. A nigger should know nothing but to obey his 
master  to do as he is told 
slave. He would at once become unmanageable, and of no value to his master. As to himself, it could 
do him no good, but a great deal of harm. It would make him disconent and unhappy . Douglass, F 
1845, Narra t ive of Li fe of F rederick  Douglass, An American Slave , Anti-Slavery Office, Boston, p. 26. 
 
18 ar exposition of the true philosophy of training a human 
chatell; and the requirements of the relation of master and slave. His discourse was the first decidedly 
 cold and harsh  sunk 
 
, .
moment I understood the direct pathway from slavery to freedom . Douglass, F 1857, My Bondage 












                                                                                                                                  
19 How vividly, at that moment, did the brutalizing power of slavery flash before me! Personality 
swallowed up in the sordid idea of property! Manhood lost in chattelhood! After the valuation, then 
came the division... One word from the appraisers, against all preferences or prayers, was enough to 
sunder all the ties of friendship and affection, and even to separate husbands and wives, parents and 











                                                                                                                                  
20 l i fe as a slave.
breast the smouldering embers of liberty; it brought up me Baltimore dreams, and revived a sense of 
my own manhood. I was a changed being after that fight. I was nothing before; I WAS A MAN 
NOW . Ibid., p. 246. 
 
21 I had reached the point, at which I was not a fra id to die. This spirit made me a freeman in fact, 








(Letter from Frederick Douglass to Harriet Tubman, 1868),22 
 
(Unde
                                                                                                                                  
22 
 
. (The difference between  is very marked. 
Most that I have done and suffered in the service of our cause has been in public, and I have received 
much encouragement at every steo of the way. You, on the other hand, have labored in a private way. I 
have wrought in the day  The midnight sky and the silent stars have been the 
witnesses of your devotion to freedom and of your heroism. Excepting John Brown  of sacred 
memory  I know no one who has willingly encountered more perils and hardships to serve our 























                                                                                                                                  
23 It was with the utmost difficulty tha I could stand erect, or that I could command  and articulate two 
remarkably quiet before, became as much excited as myself . Douglass, F 1857, My Bondage and My 
F reedom, Miller, Orton & Co., New York & Auburn, p. 358. 
   
24 The writing of my pamphlet, in the spring of 1845, endangered mu liberty, and led me to seek a 












                                                                                                                                  
25 To these friends I owe my freedom in the United States. On their own motion, without any 
solicitation from me, (Mrs. Henry Richardson, a clever lady, remarkable for her devotion to every good 
work, taking the lead,) they raised a fund sufficient to purchase my freedom, and actually paid it over, 
and placed the papers of my manumission in my hands, before they would tolerate the idea of my 
returning to this, my native country. To this commercial transaction I owe my exemption from the 
democratic operation of the fugitive slave bill of 1850 . Ibid., pp. 374 375. 
 
26 Garriso  Available from: 
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=567. 
 














                                                                                                                                  
28  not we the white people, not even we the citizens, not we the 
privileged class, not we the high, not we the low, but we the people; not we the horses, sheep, and 
swine, and wheel-barrows, but we the people, we the human inhabitants; and, if Negroes are people, 
they are included in the benefits for which the Constitution of America was ordained and established . 
Frederick Douglass, F 1860, The Constitution of the United States : Is It Pro-Slavery or Anti-
Slavery? , March 26, 1860, A Speech Delivered in Glasgow, Scotland. Available from: 
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=1128 
 









                                                                                                                                  
30 veals to him, more than all other days in the year, the gross injustice and cruelty to 
which he is the constant victim. To him, your celebration is a sham; your boasted liberty, an unholy 
licence; your national greatness, swelling vanity; your sounds of re joicing are empty and heartless; 
your denunciations of tyrants, brass fronted impudence; your shouts of liberty and equality, hollow 
mockery; your prayers and hymns, your sermons and thanksgivings, with all your religious parade, and 
solemnity, are, to him, mere bombast, fraud, deception, impiety, and hypocrisy  a thin veil to cover up 
crimes which would disgrace a nation of savages. There is not a nation on he earth guilty of practices, 
more shoking and bloody, than are the people of these United States, at this very hour . Douglass, F 
 Available from: 
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/what-to-the-slave-is-the-fourth-of-july. 
   
31 
therefore, leave off where I began, whit hope. While drawing encouragement from the Declaration of 
Independence, the great principles it contains, and the genius of American Institutions, my spirit is also 
cheered by the obvious tendencies of the age . Douglass, F 185 e Slave Is the Fourth of 












                                                                                                                                  
32  Available from: 
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/did-john-brown-fail. 
 
33 nt on Slavery  Available from: 










                                                                                                                                  
34 And by virtue of the power, and for the purpose aforesaid , I do order and declare that all persons 
held as slaves within sad designated States, and parts of States, are, and henceforward shall be free; and 
that the Executive government of the United States, including the military and naval authorities thereof, 
will recognize and maintain the freedom of said persons . 
Proclamation  Available from: http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/emancipation-
proclamation. 
 









                                                                                                                                  
36 
Amendments. The more dramatic of the two was the Compromise of 1877, a political agreement 
fashioned to resolve the disputed presidential elections of 1876. To gain the presidency, the Republican 
Rutherford Hayes required the assent of soutern Democrats in Congress, and the price for that assent 
was the removal of federal troops remaining in the states of the old Confederacy . Myers, CP 2008, 
Frederick  Douglass, Race and the Rebirth of American Libera l ism, University Press of Kansas, 
Lawrence, p. 138.  
 
 39 
 (Life and Times of Frederick Douglass, Written by Himself: His 
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38 
. (It is, 
therefore, something of an anomaly that Du Bois, more than others, has been claimed by advocates of 
his elitism notwithstanding, as have anticommunist Pan-African nationalists .). Reed, AL Jr. 1997, W. 
E . B. Du Bois and American Poli t ical Thought : Fabianism and the Color Line , Oxford University 
Press, New York, pp. 3 4. 
  
39 Though a tender 16 years of age, he had become a paragon of seriousness, a model student, a 
budding intellectual. Graduating from high school in June 1884, the highly regarded Du Bois  who 
had studied Latin and Greek  provided stimulating remarks at the ceremony that hailed the 
abolitionist, Wendell Phillips. Already Du Bois was pointing himself in a direction that would lead to 
following in the enormous footprints of abolitionism . Horne, G 2010, W.E .B. Du Bois: A Biography, 











                                                                                                                                  















 (Jefferson Davis as a 
.42 
 
 (The New York Independent). 
 
 (John F. Slater Fund for Education of Freedmen). 
                                                                                                                                  
42 . Stafford, M. 2005 








                                                                                                                                  
43 Du Bois of
classroom papers, several of which were published in the Boston Courant, a small black weekly Off 
campus, Du Bois led an active life. By studying intensively during the day time, he was free at night to 
The Birds in a black 
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45 After Emancipation, it was the plain duty of some one to assume this group leadership and training 
of the Negro laborer I will not stop to ask whose duty it was, but I insist it was the duty of some one 
to see that these workingmen were not left alone and unguided, without capital, without la nd, without 
skill, without economic organization, without even the bald protection of law, order, and decency,   
left in a great land, not to settle down to slow and careful internal development, but destined to be 
thrown almost immediately into relentless and sharp competition with the best of modern workingmen 
under an economic system where every participant is fighting for himself, and too often utterly 
regardless of the rights or welfare of his neighbor . Du Bois, WEB 1903, The Souls of Black  Folk , 
















                                                                                                                                  
46 It is usually possible to draw in nearly every Southern community a physical color-line on the map, 
on the one side of which whites dwell and on the other Negroes . Ibid., p. 113. 
 
47 The problem of the twentieth century is the problem of the color-line . Ibid., p. 15.  
 47 
.48 




 (The Atlanta Compromise). 
 
                                                                                                                                  
48 Whereas Du Bois had grown up in a quiet Massachusetts town with few blacks and very few overt 
signs of racism, Washington had been reared in Virginia just after the Civil War a time when 
Southern blacks suffered miserably at the hands of their white neighbors. This essential difference 
between the two men led to many others . Stafford, M. 2005, W. E . B. Du Bois  Scholar and Act ivist, 
Chelsea House Publishers, Philadelphia. p. 3. 
  
49 
chance in the commercial world, and in nothing is this Exposition more eloquent than in emphasizing 
this chance. Our greatest danger is that in the great leap from slavery to freedom we may overlook the 
In all things that are purely 


















                                                                                                                                  
50 Lewis, DL 1994, W. E . B. Du Bois 1868-1963 A Biography of Race , Henry Colt & Company, New 
York. 
   
51 to-day its author is certainly the most distinguished Southerner since Jefferson Davis, and the one 
with the largest personal following . Du Bois, WEB 1903, Of Booker T. Washington and Others  in 
The Souls of Black  Folk , Oxford University Press, New York, 2007, p. 34. 
 
52 Mr. Washington distinctly asks that black people give up, at least for the present, three things,   
First, political power, Second, insistence on civil rights, Third, higher education of Negro youth,   
and concentrate all their energies on industrial education, the accumulation of wealth, and  the 



















                                                                                                                                  
53 Negroes must insist continually  that voting is necessary to modern manhood, that color 





























(Dark Princess).     
 
















                                                                                                                                  










  (A Negro  
1880 
(Black Reconstruction: An Essay Toward a History of the Part Which Black Folk 
Played in the Attempt to Reconstruct Democracy in America, 1860
 (Dusk of Dawn).  
 
                                                                                                                                  
55 He created, what never existed before, a Negro intelligentsia, and  Without him the Association 
















                                                                                                                                  














                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
-   
 
- 1976. 
 (Black on Red: My 44 Years Inside The Soviet Union). 
 
57 We were reminded of it by the news of the death yesterday in Africa of Dr. W.E.B. Du Bois . . . it is 
incontrovertible that at the dawn of the twentieth century his was the voice that was calling to you to 
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58 Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a n ew nation, conceived 
in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal It is for us the living, 
rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly 
advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us  that from these 
honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of 
devotion  that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain  that this nation, 
under God, shall have a new birth of freedom  and that government of the people, by the people, for 



























                                                                                                                                  
59 
half slave and half free. I do not expect the Union to be dissolved I do not expect the house to fall but 
I do expect it will cease to be divided. It will become all one thing, or all the other. Either the 
opponents of slavery will arrest the further spread of it, and place it where  the public mind shall rest in 
the belief that it is in the course of ultimate extinction; or its advocates will push it forward, till it shall 
become alike lawful in all the States, old as well as new
1854 found slavery excluded from more than half the States by State Constitutions, and from most of 
the national territory by Congressional prohibition. Four days later, commenced the struggle which 
ended in repealing that Congressional prohibition. This opened all the national territory to slavery, and 




new birth of freedom 
 


















62 Truth is proper and beautiful at all times and in all places, and it is never more proper and beautiful 
in any case than when speaking of a great public man whose example is likely to be commended for 
Abraham Lincoln was not, in the fullest sense of the word, either our man or our model. In his 
 64 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
interests, in his associations, in his habits of thought, and in his prejudices, he was a white man. He was 
He came into the Presidential chair upon one principle 
alone, namely, opposition to the extension of slavery. His arguments in furtheran ce of this policy had 
their motive and mainspring in his patriotic devotion to the interests of his own race. To protect, 
defend, and perpetuate slavery in the states where it existed Abraham Lincoln was not less ready than 
any other President to draw the sword of the nation. He was ready to execute all the supposed 
guarantees of the United States Constitution in favor of the slave system anywhere inside the slave 
states. He was willing to pursue, recapture, and send back the fugitive slave to his master, and to 
suppress a slave rising for liberty, though his guilty master were already in arms against the 
 my white fellow-
his most earnest solicitude. You are the children of Abraham Lincoln. We are at best only his step-
told us that we were the cause of the war; when he still more strangely told us that we were to leave the 
land in which we were born; when he refused to employ our arms in defense of the Union; when, after 
accepting our services as colored soldiers, he refused to retaliate our murder and torture as colored 
prisoners; when he told us he would save the Union if he could with slavery; when he revoked the 
Proclamation of Emancipation of General Fremont; when he refused to remove the popular commander 
of the Army of the Potomac, in the days of its inaction and defeat, who was more zealous in his efforts 
to protect slavery than to suppress rebellion; when we saw all this, and more, we were at times grieved, 
stunned, and greatly bewildered; but our hearts believed while they ached and bled . Douglass, F 1876, 









                                                                                                                                  
63  Available from: 
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/emancipation-proclamation. 
 
64 we came to the conclusion that the hour and the man of our redemption had someho w met in the 
for us that Abraham Lincoln was at the head of a great movement, and 
was in living and earnest sympathy with that movement, which, in the nature of things, must go on 
until slavery should be utterly and forever aboli  we saw our brave sons and 
brothers laying off the rags of bondage, and being clothed all over in the blue uniforms of the soldiers 







                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
responding to the call of Abraham Lincoln, and with muskets on their shoulders, and eagles on their 
for the first time the law enforced against the foreign slave trade, and the first slave-trader hanged like 
  Nor shall I ever forget the outburst of joy and thanksgiving that rent the 
Lincoln was a white man, and shared the prejudices common to his countrymen towards the colored 
race. Looking back to his times and to the condition of his country, we are compelled to admit that this 
unfriendly feeling on his part may be safely set down as one element of his wonderful success in 
organizing the loyal American people for the tremendous conflict before them, and bringing them 
safely through that conflict. His great mission was to accomplish two things: first, to save his country 
from dismemberm  
Though Mr. Lincoln shared the prejudices of his white fellow-countrymen against the Negro, it is 
hardly necessary to say that in his heart of hearts he loathed and hated slaver
wounded in the house of his friends. Reproaches came thick and fast upon him from within and from 
without, and from opposite quarters. He was assailed by Abolitionists; he was assailed by slave -
holders; he was assailed by the men who were for peace at any price; he was assailed by those who 
were for a more vigorous prosecution of the war; he was assailed for not making the war an abolition 
 He calmly and bravely heard 
the voice of doubt and fear all around him; but he had an oath in heaven, and there was not power 
people better than they knew themselves, and his truth was based up
he did die, by the red hand of violence, killed, assassinated, taken off without warning, not because of 
personal hate  for no man who knew Abraham Lincoln could hate him  but because of his fidelity 


















                                                                                                                                  
66 It is all nonsense to talk about the removal of eight millions of the American people from their 
homes in America to Africa. The expense and hardships, to say nothing of the cruelty a ttending such a 











                                                                                                                                  
67 To be a fully developed human being, Douglass maintained, one must have a home, and to have a 
home, one must have a country. To have a country in turn requires that one harbor a spirit of 
its vitality on sentiment even more than on ratonal assent. Douglass believed patriotism to be a natural 
human sentiment, proceeding from gratitude, from affectionate associations, and from pride, 
reflex
. Myers, CP 
2008, Frederick  Douglass, Race and the Rebirth of American Libera l ism, University Press of Kansas, 
Lawrence, p. 177. 
 







70 Douglass argued, first, that colonization was impracticable; second, that it was immoral; and third, 
that because it was impracticable, it was doubly immoral in its effect . Myers, CP 2008, Frederick  







                                                                                                                                  
71 degraded caste. But this would be about the worst thing that could be done. It would make 
pestilence and pauperism, ignorance and crime, a part of American Institutions. It would be dooming 
the colored race to a condition indescribably wretched and the dreadful contagion of their vices and 
crimes would fly like cholera and small pox through all classes Such would be the effect of 
abolishing slavery, without conferring equal rights. It would be to lacerate and depress the spirit of the 
Negro, and make him a scourge and a curse to the country. Do anything else with us, but plunge us not 
into this hopeless pit . and the Future  




 (Charles Manson). 
Helter Skelter   
 















                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
  
73 The very thought is more worthy of demons than of men. Such a war would indeed remove the 
colored race from the country.  But it would also remove justice, innocence and humanity from the 
country. It would fill the land with violence and crime, and make the very name of America a stench in 
the nostrils of mankind. It would give you hell for a country and fiends for your countrymen .  




74 Save the Negro and you save the nation, destroy the Negro and you destroy the nation, and to save 
both you must have but one great law of Liberty, Equality and Fraternity for all Americans without 
respect to color   
















                                                                                                                                  
75
postemancipation question . Myers, CP 2008, Frederick  Douglass, Race and the Rebirth of American 
Libera l ism, University Press of Kansas, Lawrence, p. 112. 
 
76 L
his hand, and is on his way to the ballot-box to deposit his vote for the man whom he think will most 
justly and wisely administer the Government which has the power of life and death over him, as well as 
others  let him alone  




cannot stand on his own legs, l ! 












                                                                                                                                  
78 ummarized 
contains a true doctrine  
. Myers, CP 2008, Frederick  Douglass, 












                                                                                                                                  
79 
- Available 
from: http://www.let.rug.nl/usa/presidents/thomas -jefferson/letters-of-thomas-jefferson/jefl74.php  
 
80 
















                                                                                                                                  
81 Locke, J 1988, Two Trea t ises of Government, Student edn, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.  
 





the pursuit of Happines  Kurland, PB & Lerner, R (eds) 1987,  Const i tut ion, University 
of Chicago Press, Chicago, p. 9. 
 
84 he original, na tural, rightful, and absolute 
part from his 
natural rights reasoning, Douglass held self-ownership to be at once the primary property right and the 
. Myers, CP 2008, Frederick  Douglass, Race and the Rebirth of American Libera l ism, 
University Press of Kansas, Lawrence, p. 54. 






 (Strangers House), 
 
86   




86 It seemed to us that we had before us a picture of our salvation in heaven; for we that were awhile 
since in the jaws of death, were now brought into a place where we found nothing but consolations ... 
saying among ourselves that we were come into a land of angels . Bacon, F 1627, New At lant is, 








   
 
88 
                                                                                                                                  
87 McKnight, SA 2005, , The New At lant is  A Journal of Technology and 
Soc iety, p. 77. 
 
88 Unveiling the secrets of Bensalem is like revealing divine provenance: it cannot be completely 










                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 New interdisc ipl inary essays, Manchester University Press, 


















                                                                                                                                  
90 The end of our foundation is the knowledge of causes, and secret motions of things; and the 
enlarging of the bounds of human empire, to the effecting of all things possible . Bacon, F 1627, New 
At lant is, Pennsylvania State University, An Electronic Classics Series Publication, Copyright 1998
2012, p. 31. 
 
91  (1605), . (In the 
Advancement of Learning (1605) he cites Machiavelli some ten times, always favourably.). 
Kennington, R 2004, On modern origins: essays in early modern phi losophy , Lexington Books, 
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-  (The Break ing of 
Na t ions  Order and Chaos in the Twenty-F irst Century
 
. (Civilization and order rests on the control of violence: if it becomes 
uncontroll  A failure to defend a fellow industrial 
democracy would signal the beginning of end for all of us .). 

















                                                                                                                                  
94 30. 
  










Peace Among the Willows98 
99 
 




(He tried to construct defenses against the misuse of scientific power. That means that his faith was not 
naive or unconscious, and that, if it owed anything to Christian faith, he knew what it was. He was 
using old words to bring, slowly and  In the terms it 
employs, it may well be a deliberate distortion of theology. But in its deeper meaning and its goals, it is 
neither. It rests on a radical revision of political philosophy, the relation between political philosophy 
and society.). White, HB 1968, Peace Among the Wil lows: The Pol i t ical Phi losophy of F ranc is Bacon , 
Springer Science & Business Media, The Hague, p. 3. 
 
















                                                                                                                                  
100 
 
employments and offices of our fellows, we have twelve that sail into foreign countries under the 
names of other nations (for our own we conceal), who bring us the books and abstracts, and patterns of 
experiments of all other parts. These we call merchants of light .). Bacon, F 1627, New At lant is, 
Pennsylvania State University, An Electronic Classics Series Publication, Copyright 1998 2012, p. 38. 
 
101 God bless thee, my son, and God bless this relation which I have made. I give thee leave to publish 

























                                                                                                                                  
102 I need not stop here to name or describe the missions of other or more ancient nationalities. Our 
seems plain and unmistakable. Our geographical position, our relation to the outside world, o ur 
fundamental principles of government, world-embracing in their scope and character, our vast 
resources, requiring all manner of labor to develop them, and our already existing composite 
population, all conspire to one grand end, and that is, to make us the perfect national illustration of the 
unity and dignity of the human family that the world has ever seen . Douglass, F 18








                                                                                                                                  
103 A knowledge of the character, resources and proceedings of other nations, affords us the means of 
comparison and criticism, without which progress would be feeble, tardy, and perhaps, impossible. It is 
by comparing one nation with another, and one learning from another, each competing with all, and all 
competing with each, that hurtful errors are exposed, great social truths discovered, and the wheels of 
civilization whirled onward. I am especially to speak to you of the character and mission of the United 
States with special reference to the question whether we are the better or the worse for being composed 
 Without undue vanity or unjust depreciation of others, we may claim to be, 
in many respects, the most fortunate of nations. We stand in relations to all others, as youth to age. 
Other nations have had their day of greatness and glory; we are yet to have our day, and that day is 
coming. The dawn is already upon us. It is bright and full of promise. Other nations have reached their 
culminating point. We are at the beginning of our ascent. They have apparently exhausted the 
conditions essential to their further growth and extension, while we are abundant in all the material 
essential to further national growth and greatness. The resources of European statesmanship are now 
sorely taxed to maintain their nationalities at their ancient height of greatness and power. American 
statesmanship, worthy of the name, is now taxing its energies to frame measures to meet the demands 
the balance is largely in our 
sh while they decline and fade .  Douglass, F 18






                                                                                                                                  
104 




. (I hold that in the present state of civilization, where two races of different 
origin, and distinguished by color, and other physical differences, as well as intellectual, are brought 
together, the relation now existing in the slaveholding States between the two, is, instead of an evil, a 
good a positive good  I hold then, that there never has yet existed a wealthy and civilized society in 
which one portion of the community did not, in point of fact, live on the labor of the other.). Calhoun, 
JC  Available from: 
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=71 
  
105 This is one view of American position and destiny. It is proper to notice that it is not t he only 
side of anything, and probably never will. Like the raven in the lines of Edgar A. Poe, they have 
lea n heir little speeches are about as follows: You 
will never see such statesmen in the councils of the Nations as Clay, Calhoun and Webster. You 
will never see the South morally reconstructed and our once happy people again united. You 
willnever see this Government harmonious and successful while in the hands of different races. You 
will never make the negro work without a master, or make him an intelligent voter, or a good and 







                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
F 18  Available from: 
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/our-composite-nationality. 
 
106 Something different, something better, or something worse may come, but so far as respects our 
present system and form of government, and the altitude we occupy, we need not shrink from 
comparison with any nation of our times. We are to day the best fed, the best clothed, the best sheltered 
and the best instructed people in the world . Douglass, F 18  
Available from: http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/our-composite-nationality 
 
107 The real trouble with us was never our system or form of government, or the principles underlying 
it, but the peculiar composition of our people; the relations existing between them and the 
compromising spirit which controlled the ruling power of the country ... the only principle which can 
solve that difficulty and give peace, strength and security to the Republic, and tha t is the principle of 










                                                                                                                                  
108 We stand between the populous shores of two great oceans. Our land is capable of supporting one-
fifth of all the globe. Here, labor is abundant and better renumerated than any where else. All moral, 
social and geographical causes conspire to bring to us the peoples of all other over populated 
countries . Douglass, F 18  Available from: 
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/our-composite-nationality 
  
109 As to the superstitious attachment of the Chinese to China, that, like all other superstitions, will 
man. He will not be long in finding out that a country that is  good enough to live in is good enough to 
die in, and that a soil that was good enough to hold his body while alive, will be good enough to hold 
his bones when he is dead . Douglass, F 18  Available from: 
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/our-composite-nationality 
 
110 We live under new and improved conditions of migration, and these conditions are constantly 











                                                                                                                                  
111 America is no longer an obscure and inaccessible country. Our ships are in every sea, our 
commerce is in every port, our language is heard all around the globe, steam and lightning have 
revolutionized the whole domain of human thought, changed all geographical relations , make a day of 
the present seem equal to a thousand years of the past, and the continent that Columbus only 
conjectured four centuries ago is now the center of the world . Douglass, F 18





(Education, on the other hand, means emancipation. It means light and liberty. It means the uplifting of 
the soul of man into the glorious light of truth, the light only by which men can be free. To deny 
education to any people is one of the greatest crimes against human nature. It is to deny them the 
means of freedom and the rightful pursuit of happiness, and to defeat the very end of their being. They 
can neither honor themselves  nor their Creator.). 
Education  Available from: http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=543/  
 
113 We are not only bound to this position by our organic structure and by our revolutionary 
antecedents, but by the genius of our people. Gathered here from all quarters of the globe... . Douglass, 
F  Available from: 
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/our-composite-nationality. 
 
114 They will come here to live, where they know the means of living are in abundance . Douglass, F 
18  Available from: 
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/our-composite-nationality 
 
115 The same mighty forces which ha
will operate in a similar manner upon the hungry population of China and other parts of Asia . 








                                                                                                                                  
116 The conclusion of the whole will be that they will want to come to us, and, as we become more 
liberal, we shall want them to come, and what we want done will naturally be done . Douglass, F 1869, 
 Available from: 
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/our-composite-nationality 
 
117 And here I hold that a liberal and brotherly welcome to all who are likely to come to the United 
States is the only wise policy which this nation can adopt . Douglass, F 18
 Available from: http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/our-composite-
nationality 
 
118 Though they come as the waves come, we shall be all the stronger if we receive them as friends 
and give them a reason for loving our country and our institutions. They will find here a deeply rooted, 
indigenous, growing civilization, augmented by an ever-increasing stream of immigration from 
We are at home. They will come to us, not we to them. They 
will come in their weakness, we shall meet them in our strength. They will come as individuals, we 
will meet them in multitudes, and with all the advantages of organization. Chinese children are in  
American schools in San Francisco. None of our children are in Chinese schools, and probably never 













                                                                                                                                  
119  
interpretation of the natural rights doctrine, applied particularly to race relations in the United States. 
His central claims can be simply summarized as follows: (1) the natural rights doctrine, as epitomized 
in the Declaration of Independence, is true as a set of moral prescriptions and sanctioned as body of 
moral laws; (2) institutional systems of slavery and racial supremacy are unjust and ultimately weak; 
and (3) the national mission and the destiny of the United States are to become an exemplar of 
harmonious, integrated equality among the racial and ethnic varieties of humankind . Myers, CP 2008, 
Frederick  Douglass, Race and the Rebirth of American Libera l ism, University Press of Kansas, 







a more perfect Union
122 
                                                                                                                                  
120 If we would reach a degree of civilization higher and grander than any yet attained, we should 
welcome to our  continent all the nations, kindreds, tongues and peoples, and as fast as they learn our 
language and comprehend the duties of citizenship, we should incorporate them into the American 
body politic. The outspread wings of the American eagle are broad enough to shelter all who are likely 
to come . Douglass, F  Available from: 
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/our-composite-nationality. 
 
121 As a matter of selfish policy, leaving right and humanity out of the question, we cannot wisely 
pursue any other course. Other governments mainly depend for security upon the sword; ours depends 





. (We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect 
 94 
 






                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence , promote the 
general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and 
establish this Constitution for the United States of America.). Kurland, PB & Lerner, R (eds) 1987, The 







124 We should welcome all men of every shade of religious opi
flourishes best amid the clash of competition of rival religious creeds . Douglass, F 















                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
126 We shall spread the network of our science and our civilization over all who seek their shelter, 
whether from Asia, Africa, or the Isles of the Sea. We shall mould them all, each after his kind, into 
Americans; Indian and Celt, negro and Saxon, Latin and Teuton, Mongolian and Caucasian, Jew and 
gentile, all shall here bow to the same law, speak the same language, support the same government, 
enjoy the same liberty, vibrate with the same national enthusiasm, and seek the same national ends . 
Douglass, F 18  Available from: 
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/our-composite-nationality 
 
127 Bacon, F 1627, New At lant is, Pennsylvania State University, An Electronic Classics Series 











                                                                                                                                  
128 Blight, DW 1991, :Keeping Fai th in Jubilee , Louisiana State 
University Press, Baton Rouge. 
  
129 The first is that his optimism was real, reflecting his genuine conviction as to the fut ure of slavery 
esign does seem to have originated in a faith in divine 
Providence, and as Blight has carefull documented, his argument throughout the 1850s were suffused 
grounded in evidence that was visible to natural reason. In the basis as well as the supstance of his 
moral principles, he followed the Declaration od Independence, which pointedly located the primary 
political truths not in positive revelaton but instead Na ture and of  
na tural and revealed . Myers, CP 2008, Frederick  Douglass, Race and the Rebirth of American 











                                                                                                                                  
130   My strongest conviction as to the future of the negro therefore is, that he will not be expatriated nor 
annihilated, nor will he forever remain a separate and distinct race from the people around h im, but that 
he will be absorbed, assimilated, and will only appear finally, as the Phoenicians now appear on the 
any hurried or forced processes. It will not arise out of any theory of the wisdom of such blending of 
 I would 
not be understood as advocating intermarriage between the two races. I am not a propagan dist, but a 
prophet. I do not say that what I say shouldcome to pass, but what I think is likely to come to pass, and 
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Normans, who once trampled upon them. If you read the history of the Norman Conquest, you will find 
that this proud Anglo-Saxon was once looked upon as of coarser clay than his Norman master, and 
might be found in the highways and byways of Old England laboring with a brass collar on his neck, 
and the name of his master marked upon it were down then!).  Black Man 
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=495. 
 




. (No matter how well trained a Negro may be, or how fitted for work of any kind, he 
cannot in the ordinary course of competition hope to be much more than a menial servant. He cannot 
get clerical or supervisory work to do save in exceptional cases. He cannot teach save in a few of the 
remaining Negro schools. He cannot become a mechanic except for small transient jobs, and cannot 











                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    




. (The connection of crime and prejudice is, on the other hand, neither simple 
gence and lack of 
inspiration to work is the growing force that turns black boys and girls into gamblers, prostitutes and 















                                                                                                                                  
135 We, who have been reared and trained under the individualistic philosophy of the Declaration of 
Independence and the laisser-faire philosophy of Adam Smith, are loath to see and loath to 
while it may have been true in the past that closed race groups made histo ry, that here in conglomerate 
America NOUS AVONS CHANGER TOUT CELA we have changed all that, and have no need of 
this ancient instrument of progress. This assumption of which the Negro people are especially fond, 
can not be established by a careful consideration of history . 
of Races  Available from: http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/the-conservation-of-
races.  
 
136 It is a peculiar sensation, this double-
contempt and pity. One ever feels his two-ness, an American, a Negro; two souls, two thoughts, two 
unreconciled strivings; two warring ideals in one dark body, whose dogged strength alone keeps it from 
being torn asunder . Du Bois, WEB 1903, The Souls of Black  Folk , Oxford University Press, New 








                                                                                                                                  
137
believed, the Declaration misrepresents actual human experience in its conception of human beings as 
generic individuals rather than as members of particular racial or ethnic groups. As it obscures the 
power of race and ehnicityas vital constituents of personal identity, according to this line of objec tion, 
principles of justice proper to all humankind, it actually contains principles proper only to partcular 
racial or ethnic groups. The practical implication, for critics of the mainstream civil rights creed, is to 
promote an understanding of integration into the majority society that would require of blacks a 
unilateral surrender of their racial identity, dignity, and group organizational power . Myers, CP 2008, 
Frederick  Douglass, Race and the Rebirth of American Libera l ism, University Press of Kansas, 

















                                                                                                                                  
138
ore fully developed socialist or social democratic critiques. Tarring 
- -
liberal rights doctrine, central to wich are private, personal property rights, yielded ideas of laissez-
faire government and individual responsibility that could only obstruct economic and social reform. 
ethic of antisocial materialism . 
Myers, CP 2008, Frederick  Douglass, Race and the Rebirth of American Libera l ism, University Press 












                                                                                                                                  
139 Moreover, Du Bois casts double consciousness as an abstract, potentially universal sensation while 
describing two-ness, on the other hand, as a feeling more closely linked to particulars of race and 
consciousness and two-ness is the discourse of emotion that presents them as affective-cognitive 
processes: double consciousness is a sensation  that results from other emotions (pity, amusement, 
contempt) while two-ness is a feeling  that stems from the tension of conflicting affiliations . 
 105 
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Schneider, R 2001, The Public Inte l lectualism of Ralph Waldo Emerson and W.E .B. Du Boi s: 






















                                                                                                                                  
141 Ibid., 8. 
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145 Ibid., 6. 
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Keith A. Mayes), Kwanzaa : Black  Power and the Mak ing of 





149 For the young Du Bois, the problem of the color line is the Negro problem.. writ large and 
interpreted as a global problem... Du Bois holds that there is no point to emigrating if the motive urging 
emigration is to escape the white race, for the hegemony of the white race is more and more a global 
phenomenon. Thus the Negro problem is more and more global phenomenon  or, more exactly, not 
-







                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
of revolt and revenge would take flight from the problem, without solving it, but they have nowhere to 
go. For Du Bois, the only alternative to revolt and revenge is a politics that can solve he Negro problem 
 that is, a politics that can open the doors of opportunity and uplift the Negro masses, thus bringing 
their lives into accord with the normative standards of Euro-
of emigrationism leads him to conclude that some version of assimilation is the only reasonable game 
in town . Gooding-Williams, R 2009, In the Shadow of Du Bois: Afro-modern Poli t ical Thought in 
America, Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, London, England , pp. 71, 89, 90. 
  
150 The history of the American Negro is the history of this s trife,  this longing to attain self-
conscious manhood, to merge his double self into a better and truer self. In this merging he wishes 
neither of the older selves to be lost. He would not Africanize America, for America has too much to 
teach the world and Africa. He would not bleach his Negro soul in a flood of white Americanism, for 
he knows that Negro blood has a message for the world. He simply wishes to make it possible for a 
man to be both a Negro and an American, without being cursed and spit upon b y his fellows, without 
having the doors of Opportunity closed roughly in his face . Du Bois, WEB 1903, The Souls of Black  
























                                                                                                                                  
151 r ended, or 
Muslims have been told that victimology and dwelling on the depredations of empire are only ways of 
evading responsibility in the present. You have failed, you have gone wrong, says the modern 
Orientalist . Said, EW 2003, Oriental ism, Penguin Books, London, Preface pp. XVII XVIII. 
 
152 It is surely one of the intellectual catastrophes of history that an imperialist war confected by a 
small group ve been called chickenhawks, since none of them ever 
served in the military) was waged against a devastated Third World dictatorship on thoroughly 










                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
disguised for its true intent, hastened and reasoned for by Orientalists who betrayed their calling as 
scholars. The maj s Pentagon and National Security Council were 
men such as Bernard Lewis and Fouad Ajami, experts on the Arab and Islamic world who helped the 
American hawks to think about such preposterous phenomena as the Arab mind and centuries -old 
Islamic decline that only American power could reverse. Today, bookstores in the US are filled with 
shabby screeds bearing screaming headlines about Islam and terror, Islam exposed, the Arab threat and 
the Muslim menace, all of them written by political polemicists pretending to knowledge imparted to 
them and others by experts who have supposedly penetrated  to the heart of these strange Oriental 














                                                                                                                                  
154 Without a well-organized sense that these peo
the verycore of traditional Orientalist dogma as I describe its creation and circulation in 
this book there would have been no war. So from the very same directorate of paid professional 
scholars enlisted by the Dutch conquerors of Malaysia and Indonesia, the British armies of India, 
Mesopotamia, Egypt, West Africa, the French armies of Indochina and North Africa, came the 
American advisers to the Pentagon and the White House, using the s ame cliches, the same demeaning 
stereotypes, the same justifications of power and violence (after all, runs the chorus, power is the only 
language they understand) in this case as in the earlier ones. These people have now been joined in Iraq 
by a whole army of private contractors and eager entrepreneurs to whom shall be confided everything 
from the writing of textbooks and the constitution to the refashioning and privatisation of Iraqi political 
life and its oil industry. Every single empire in its official discourse has said that it is not like all the 
others, that its circumstances are special, that it has a mission to enlighten, civilize, bring order and 
democracy, and that it uses force only as a last resort. And, sadder still, there always is a chorus of 
willing intellectuals to say calming words about benign or altruistic empires, as if one shouldn't trust 
the evidence of one's eyes watching the destruction and the misery and death brought by the latest 
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 (Jon McNoughton)  (One 
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 (New National 
                                                                                                                                  
160 A recurrent charge in recent decades is that Douglass, seeking vainly to escape the reality of racial 
and ethnic division, betrayed an unconscious Eurocentrist bias by espousing as universal the norms of 
white civilization. Earliestand most notorious among these imputations is historian Peter F. Walker s 
suggestion that Douglass was animated by a hopeless secret desire to be white
 remarks concerning Douglass s Anglophilia and Europhilia, 
entailing a conception of assimilation in which Douglass urged blacks to become . Myers, 
CP 2008, Frederick  Douglass, Race and the Rebirth of American Libera l ism, University Press of 
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161  revolutionism and independence . 
Levine, RS 2008, Disloca t ing Race and Na t ion: Episodes in Nineteenth-Century American Li terary 
Na t ional ism, The University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill, p. 200. 
 
162 State in this American Union  long-term 
annexationist project prove to be successful, would incorporate not only Santo Domingo but eventually 








                                                                                                                                  
163 To favor annexation at the time when Santo Domingo asked for a place in our Union, was a very 
different thing from what it was when Cuba and Central America were sought by fillibustering 
expeditions. When the slave power bore rule, and a spirit of injustice and oppression animated and 
controlled every part of our government, I was for limiting our dominion to the smallest possible 
margin, but since liberty and equality have become the law of our land, I am for extending our 
dominion whenever and wherever such extension can peaceably and honorably, and with the appro val 
and desire of all the parties concerned, be accomplished. Santo Domingo wanted to come under our 
government upon the terms thus described, and for more reasons than I can stop here to give, I then 
believed, and do now believe, it would have been wise to have received her into our sisterhood of 
states . Douglass, F 1881, Li fe and Times of F rederick  Douglass, Wri tten by Himse l f: His Early Li fe as 
a Slave, His Escape from Bondage, and His Complete History to he Present Time , Park Publishing co., 
Hartford, Conn., Electronic Edition. Available from: 
http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/douglasslife/douglass.htlm. 
 
164 While he cl without regard to the just rights  and feelings of other 
 and to believe that the oft  his 
proannexation rationale smacked of manifest destiny. As long as the slavocracy dominated the 
government, he had opposed United States expansion abroad. Once freedom and equality became the 
law of the land, however, he reversed himself and began to favor United States expansionism . Martin, 
Jr.,W 1984,The Mind of F rederick  Douglass, The University of North Carolina Press, Chapel Hill & 









                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
  
165 Douglass surmised that the proannexation sentiment among the 
patr  Most Dominicans, he had failed to observe, opposed annexation . 
Ibid., p. 88.   
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166 Narra t ive (1845), 
and My Bondage and My F reedom (1855)  were all published prior to those years... for most literary 
career in effect ended in 1855 . Levine, RS 2008, Disloca t ing Race and Na t ion: 
Episodes in Nineteenth-Century American Li terary Na t ional ism, The University of North Carolina 

















168 But with the 1854 Kansas-Nebrasca Act s repeal of the provisions of the Missouri Compromise, 
the upsurge of violence in the Kansas and Nebraska Territories, the hardening in the South of the 
proslavery position, the increasing sway of white-supremacy racial 
Dread Scott ruling of 1857, Douglas
the United States. David Blight suggest that, even with all of the discouraging developments of the 
mid-  situation in the 
United States because of his psychological attachment to American nationalism.
Douglass circa 1857 61 will suggest, Douglass was not quite as attached to the United States as Blight 
and others would have it, and during the period 1859 61 in particular he used his monthly to explore 
the possibility of Haitian emigration . Levine, RS 2008, Disloca t ing Race and Na t ion: Episodes in 
Nineteenth-Century American Li terary Na t ional ism, The University of North Carolina Press, Chapel 
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170 n this great Haitian speech od 1893, Douglass presents an image of blackness very different from 
the racial indistinctiveness or hybridity or just plain dissolution that he images in his idealized notion of 
a composite nationality
the black man ,
southern neighbor and uses that hemispheric nationalism to invoke a larger global diasporic conception 
of ather startling turn in Douglass s 
thought, he declares to his auditors: [T]he people of Haiti, by reason of ancestral identity, are more 
interesting to the colored people of the United States than to all others, for the Negro, like the Jew, can 









                                                                                                                                  
171 Douglass s last major speech is he Lessons of the Hour
mixed race white and black
and tha their native land anywhere outside of the United 
States.
racial justice in a multiracial United States and a final summing up of his antiemigrationism. But what 









                                                                                                                                  
172 That sinister traffic, on which the British Empire and the American Republic were largely built, 
cost black Africa no less than 100,000,000 souls, the wreckage of its political and social life, and left 
the continent in precisely that state of helplessness which invites aggression and exploitation . Du 









                                                                                                                                  
173 If we want real peace and lasting culture, however, we must go further. We must extend the 
democratic ideal to the yellow, brown, and black peoples . Ibid., p. 712. 
 
174 We of the colored race have no ordinary interest in the outcome. That which the German power 
represents today spells death to the aspirations of Negroes and all darker races for equality, freedom 
and democracy. Let us not hesitate. Let us, while this war lasts, forget our special grievances and close 
our ranks shoulder to shoulder without our own white fellow citizens and the allied nations that are 
fighting for democracy . Du Bois, W. E. B. 1918, Close Ranks , In Let Nobody Turn Us Around: 
Voices of Resistance, Reform, and Renewal ; An African American Anthology , Bowman & Littlefield 










                                                                                                                                  
175 are returning from war! The Crisis and tens of thousands of black men were drafted into a  great 
struggle. For bleeding France and what she means and has meant and will mean to us and humanity 
and against the threat of German race arrogance, we fought gladly and to the last drop of blood; for 
America and here highest ideals, we fought in far off hope; for the dominant southern oligarchy 
entrenched in Washington, we fought in bitter resignation, For the America that represents and gloats 
in lynching, disfranchisement, caste, brutality and devilish insult  for this, in the hateful upturning and 
mixing of things, we were forced by vindictive fate to fight, also. But today we return! We return from 
stand again to look America squarely in the face and call a spade a spade. We sing: This country of 
ours, despite all its better souls have done and dreamed, is yet a shameful land. It  lynches. And 
lynching is barbarism of a degree of contemptible nastiness unparalleled in human history. Yet for fifty 
years we have lynched two Negros a week, and we have kept this up right through the war . Du Bois, 
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/returning-soldiers/. 
  
176 This is the country to which we Soldiers of Democracy return. This is the fatherland for which we 
fought! But it is  our fatherland. It was right for us to fight. The faults of our country are our faults. 
Under similar circumstances, we would fight again. But by the God of Heaven, we are cowards and 
jackasses if now that that war is over, we do not marshal every ounce of our brain and brawn to fight a 
sterner, longer, more unbending battle against the forces of hell in our own land. We return. We return 











                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Great Jehovah, we will save it in the United States of America, or know the reason why . Du Bois, 
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/returning-soldiers/. 
 
177  I stand in astonishment and wonder at the revelation on Russ ia that has come to me. I may be 
partially deceived and half-informed. But if what I have seen with my own eyes and heard with my 
own ears in Russia is Bolshevism, I am Bolshevik . D , Crisis, 33, 


















                                                                                                                                  
178 
trade . Du Bois, W. E. B. 1936, The Pi ttsburgh Courier, 19 December 1936. 
 













                                                                                                                                  
180 Lewis, DL 1994, W. E . B. Du Bois 1868-1963 A Biography of Race , Henry Colt & Company, New 
York, p. 633. 
 











                                                                                                                                  
182 Ibid., p. 669. 
 
183 Stalin was not a man of conventional learning; he was much more than that: he was a man who 
thought deeply, read understandingly and listened to wisdom, no matter whence it came. He was 
attacked and slandered as few men of power have been; yet he seldom lost his courtesy and balance; 
nor did he let attack drive him from his convictions nor induce him to surrender positions which he 
knew were correct. As one of the despised minorities of man, he first set Russia on the road to conquer 
race prejudice and make one nation out of its 140 groups without destroying their individuality . Du 
Bois, WEB 1953, , Na t ional Guardian, 16 March 1953. Available from: 






































                                                                                                                                  
184 Slaveho
virtue in a human chattel; and as the master studies to keep the slave ignorant, the slave is cunning 
enough to make the master think he succeeds. The slave fully appreciates the saying, where ignorance 
i . Douglass, F 1857, My Bondage and My F reedom, Miller, Orton & Co., 











                                                                                                                                  




186 He argued that without 
reasoning, simply because people generally belive their Lord us like themselves. The churches stood 
. Myers, CP 2008, 
Frederick  Douglass, Race and the Rebirth of American Libera l ism, University Press of Kansas, 










                                                                                                                                  
187 But you will ask me, can these things be possible in a land professing Christianity? Yes, they are 
 southern states, at this time, 
is the great supporter, the great sanctioner of the bloody atrocities to which I have referred. While 
America is printing tracts and bibles; sending missionaries abroad to convert the heathen; expending 
her money in various ways for the promotion of the gospel in foreign lands  the slave not only lies 
forgotten, uncared for, but is trampled under foot by the very churches of the land. What have we in 
America? Why, we have slavery made part of the religion of the land. Yes, the pulpit there stands up as 
the great defender of this cursed inst i tut ion, as it is called. Ministers of religion come forward and 
torture the hallowed pages of inspired wisdom to sanction the bloody deed. They stand forth as the 
foremost, the strongest d
the general fact, that slavery has existed under the droppings of the sanctuary of the south for the last 
two hundred years, and there has not been any war between the re l igion and the slavery of the south  
Douglass, F 1857, Reception speech at Finsbury Chapel, Moorfields, England in My Bondage and My 











                                                                                                                                  
188 I assert most unhesi ta t ingly, that the religion of the south  as I have observed it and proved it  is 
a mere covering for the most horrid crimes; the justifier of the most appalling barbarity; a sanctifier of 
the most hateful frauds; and a secure shelter, under which the darkest, foulest, grossest, and most 
infernal abominations fester and flourish. Were I again to be reduced to the condition of a slave, next to 
that calamity, I should regard the fact of being the slave of a religious slaveholder, the greatest that 
could befall me. For all slaveholders with whom I have ever met, religious slaveholders are the worst... 
Religious slaveholders, like religious persecutors, are ever extreme in their malice and violence . 












                                                                                                                                  
189 I beg to introduce the reader to Rev. 
slaves to whip on Monday morning, so as to start his hands to their work, under the inspiration of a 
new assurance on Monday, that his preaching about kindness, mercy, brotherly love, and the like, on 
Sunday, did not interfere with, or prevent him from establishing his authority, by the cowskin. He 
seemed to wish to assure them, that his tears over poor, lost and ruined sinners, and his pity for them, 
did not reach to the blacks who tilled his fields. This saintly Hopkins used to boast, that he was the best 
hand to manage a Negro in the county. He whipped for the smallest offenses, by way of preventing the 
commission of large ones . Ibid., p. 259. 
  
190 Behave ill, or behave well, it was the known maxim of Weeden, that it is the duty of a master to 







                                                                                                                                  
191 Oh! sir, a slaveholder never appears to me so completely an agent of hell, as when I think of and 
look upon my dear children. It is then that my feelings rise above my control... I remember the chain, 
the gag, the bloody whip; the death-like gloom overshadowing the broken spirit of the fettered 
bondman; the appalling liability of his being torn away from wife and children, and sold like a beast in  
the market. Say not that this is a picture of fancy. You well know that I wear stripes on my back, 
inflicted by your direction; and that you, while we were brothers in the same church, caused this right 
hand, with which I am now penning this letter, to be closely tied to my left, and my person dragged, at 
the pistol's mouth, fifteen miles, from the Bay Side to Easton, to be sold like a beast in the market, for 
the alleged crime of intending to escape from your possession . Douglass, F 1857, Letter to His Old 
Master. To My Old Master, Tomas Auld  in My Bondage and My F reedom, Miller, Orton & Co., New 










   
                                                                                                                                  
192 Among my first concerns on reaching New Bedford, was to become united with the church, for I 
had never given up, in reality, my religious faith. I had become lukewarm and in a backslidden state, 
but I was still convinced that it was my duty to join the Methodist church. I was not then aware of the 
powerful influence of that religious body in favor of the enslavement of my race, nor did  I see how the 
northern churches could be responsible for the conduct of southern churches ... Judge, then, dear reader, 
of my astonishment and mortification, when I found, as soon I did find, all my charitable assumptions 
 all the whites had been served with the bread and wine, Brother 
Bonney pious Brother Bonney Come 
 I went out, 
and have never been in that church since, although I honestly went there with a view to joining that 
body. . Douglass, F 1857, My Bondage and My F reedom, Miller, Orton & Co., New York & Auburn, 











                                                                                                                                  
193 The morality of free society can have no application to slave society. Slaveholders have made it 
almost impossible for the slave to commit any crime, known either to the laws of God or to the laws of 
man. If he steals, he takes his own; if he kills his master, he imitates only  the heroes of the revolution. 
Slaveholders I hold to be individually and collectively responsible for all the evils which grow out of 
the horrid relation, and I believe they will be so held at the judgment, in the sight of a just God. Make a 
man a slave, and you rob him of moral responsibility. Freedom of choice is the essence of all 
accountability  Ibid., p. 191. 
  
194 The highest evidence the slaveholder can give the slave of his acceptance with God, is the 
emancipation of his slaves. This is proof that he is willing to give up all to God, and for the sake of 
God. Not to do this, was, in my estimation, and in the opinion of all the slaves, an evidence of half-














                                                                                                                                  
 
195 Respect for natural human rights was commanded by genuine natural laws that he frequently 
- . Myers, CP 2008, Frederick  Douglass, Race and the Rebirth of 
American Libera l ism, University Press of Kansas, Lawrence, p. 15. 
  
196 In its highest justification, the human right to life is a right to preserve a properly human life. 
secure a good life  a free, dignified, and 









                                                                                                                                  
 
197 From my 30th year on I have increasingly regarded the church as an institution which defended 
such evils as slavery, color caste, exploitation of labor and war. I think the greatest gift of the Soviet 
Union to modern civilization was the dethronement of the clergy and the refusal to let religion be 
taught in the public schools. Religion helped and hindered my artistic sense . I know the old English 
and German hymns by heart. I loved their music but ignored their silly words with studied inattention. 
Great music came at last in the religious oratorios which we learned at Fisk University but it burst on 









                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
which I saw in Europe but I knew what I was looking at when in New York a cardinal became a strike -
breaker and the Church of Christ fought the Communism of Christianity . Du Bois, W.E.B. 1968, The 
Autobiography of W.E .B. Du Bois: A Sol i loquy on Viewing My Li fe from the Last Decade of Its F irst 











                                                                                                                                  
198 One hundred years later, the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation 
architects of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declaration of 
Independence, they were signing a promissory note to which every American was to fall heir. This note 
was a promise that all men, yes, black men as well as white men, would be guaranteed the unalienable 
rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. It is obvious today that America has defaulted  on 
this promissory note insofar as her citizens of color are concerned. Instead of honoring this sacred 
obligation, America has given the Negro people a bad check, a check which has come back marked 




















200 No, I'm not an American m one of the 22 million black people who are the victims of 
Americanism. One of the 22 million black people who are the victims of democracy, nothing but 
m not standing here speaking to you as an American, or a patriot, or a flag -
saluter, or a flag-waver  m speaking as a victim of this American system. And I see 



















202 We are Africans, and we happen to be in America. We are not Americans. We are a people who 
formerly were Africans who were kidnaped and brought to America. Our forefathers weren't the 
Pilgrims. We didn't land on Plymouth Rock; the rock was landed on us. We were brought here against 
our will; we were not brought here to be made citizens. We were not brought here to enjoy the 
constitutional gifts that they speak so beautifully about today . 











                                                                                                                                  
203 I cannot promise you happiness always, but I can promise you divine  discontent with the 
imperfect. I submi divine disconten  not as Du Boisian disgust and 
rejection of religion. It is misread as flatly or vituperatively irreligious  as though Du Bois warns or 
threatens against divinity and religi  a promise, a 
covenant, and an urging toward a state of dissatisfaction with politics and society. Du Boisian 
discontent is a religious sensibility and a spiritual achievement.   religious language, ideas, 
narratives, virtues  
not distract from the imperfect but focus attention ever more intently  on the imperfect and on what 
exists in order to transform it into a worldly ideal. Divine discontent is an accomplished state that Du 
Bois seeks. His divine discontent becomes a state of grace . Kahn, JS 2009, Divine Discontent : The 










                                                                                                                                  
204 For race relations to improve, for economic exploitation to end, and for genuine solidarity to sweep 
across the land, the nation must experience a renewal of true Christian faith . Blum, EJ 2005, 
Soc ia t ion Today, Volume 3, Number 1. Available 
from: http://www.ncsociology.org/sociationtoday/dubois/blum.htm. 
  
205 African Americans neede The great engine of moral uplift is the 
 Whites needed true Christianity, moreover, because it would divest them of their 
racism and lead them to equitable treatment of disadvantage Religious precepts would rob 
the white man of his prejudices and cause him to recognize the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood 








                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Soc ia t ion Today, Volume 3, Number 1. Available from: 
http://www.ncsociology.org/sociationtoday/dubois/blum.htm. 
 
206 Du Bois found the Christian authorization of racism, exploitation, and materialism almost 
ubiquitous in the United States and the western world. Segregation, lynching, disfranchisement, and 
economic disparities provided Du Bois with evidence th
 and that most white Americans were not true Christians . Blum, EJ 2005, 




only revised Marxian theory by adding race to discussions of exploitation, but that he also radically 
revised Marx by asserting that substantive social change could take place at the ideological level as true 
Christianity engaged in a battle with its bastardized versions . Blum, EJ 2005, 

















                                                                                                                                  
208 He described both the Soviet Union and Communist China in biblical terms. Regarding the Second 
World W to the surprise of mankind, David overpowered Goliath, and the Soviet 
Union won the  ew Communist 
Oh beautiful, patient, self-sacrificing China, despised and unforgettable, victorious 
and forgiving, crucified . Blum, EJ 2005, 















                                                                                                                                  














                                                                                                                                  
210 Douglass based his pro-woman rights stance on the ideology of natural rights, believing that all 
the black woman attained her freedom, all women would be free . Lemons, GL 2009, Womanist 
Forefa thers F rederick  Douglass and W. E . B. Du Bois, State University of New York Press, Albany, p. 
14. 
 
211 Neither Douglass nor Du Bois, whose father left him and his mother when he was a young boy, 
would ever realize the love and nurture of a biological father. I suggest that their long -standing 
childhood paternal rejection and abandonment that was replaced by a deep sense of connection to the 












                                                                                                                                  
212 The Damnation of Women,  his most passionate defense of black womanhood, he crafted a 
oppression. From this overtly racialized standpoint, Du Bois addressed the impac t of sexism on all 








                                                                                                                                  
213 I remember four women of my boyhood: my mother, cousin Inez, Emma, and Ide Fuller. They 
represented the problem of the widow, the wife, the maiden, and the outcast.They were, in color, brown 
and light-brown, yellow with brown freckles, and white. They existed not for themselves, but for men; 
they were named after the men to whom they were related and not after the fashion of their own souls. 
They were not beings, they were relations and these relations  were enfilmed with mistery and secrecy. 
We did not know the truth or belive it when we heard it. Motherhood! What was it? We did not know 
or greatly care. My mother an I were good chums. I liked her. After she was dead I loved her with a 
fierce sense of personal loss . Du Bois, WEB 1920, The Damnation of Women  in Dark wa ter: Voices 
from wi thin the Ve i l , Harcourt, Brace and Company, New York. Available from: The Project 
Gutenberg EBook of Darkwoter, 2005. 
  
214 Only at the sacrifice of intelligence and the chance to do their best work can majority of modern 
women bear children. This i Du Bois, WEB 1920, 
Women  in Dark wa ter: Voices from wi thin the Ve i l , Harcourt, Brace and Company, New York. 











                                                                                                                                  
215 The family group, however, which is the ideal of the culture with which these folk have been born, 
is not based od the idea of an economically independent working mother. Rather its ideal harks back to 
the sheltered harem with the mother emerging at first as nurse and homemaker, while the man remains 
the sole breadwinner. What is the inevitable result of the clash of such ideals ad such facts in the  
colored group? Broken families . Du Bois, WEB 1920, The Damnation of Women  in Dark wa ter: 
Voices from wi thin the Ve i l , Harcourt, Brace and Company, New York. Available from: The Project 
Gutenberg EBook of Darkwoter, 2005. 
 
216 All this of woman,  but what of black women? . Du Bois, WEB 1920, The Damnation of 
Women  in Dark wa ter: Voices from wi thin the Ve i l , Harcourt, Brace and Company, New York. 













                                                                                                                                  
217 The father and his worship is Asia; Europe is the precocious, self-centered, forward-striving child; 
but the land of the mother is and was Africa. In subtle and mysterious way, despite hercurious history, 
her slavery, polygamy, and toil, the spell of the African mother pervades her land. Isis, the mother, is 
still titular goddess, in thought if not in name, of the dark continent. Nor does this all seem to be solely 
a survival of the historic matriarchate through which all nations pass,  it appears to be more than this, 
 as if the great black rase in passing up the steps of human culture gave the world, not on ly the Iron 
Age, the cultivation of the soul, and the domestication of animals, but also, in peculiar emphasis, the 
mother-idea. 'No mother can love more tenderly and none is more tenderly loved than the Nigro 
mother', writes Schneider . Du Bois, WEB 1920, The Damnation of Women  in Dark wa ter: Voices 
from wi thin the Ve i l , Harcourt, Brace and Company, New York. Available from: The Project 
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221 Du Bois was perhaps the first American Sociologist to advance the race, class and gender paradigm 
and his writings could be noted as the basis for the emergence of both black feminist thought and the 
minist scholarship in 
the 1980s . Hattery, AJ 2005, William Edward Burghart Du Bois and the Concept of Race, Class and 
















                                                                                                                                  
222 
feminists would be critical of the same in the feminist movement of the 1960s and 1970s . Hattery, AJ 
2005, William Edward Burghart Du Bois and the Concept of Race, Class and Gender , Soc ia t ion 
Today, Volume 3, Number 1. Available from:  
http://www.ncsociology.org/sociationtoday/v31/smith.htm. 
  
223 From the early nineteenth century and the rise of the antislavery cause in the North to the height of 











                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
issues in both arenas. Of those black men whose names became associated with both, one stood above 
the rest: Frederick Douglass . Lemons, GL 2009, Womanist Forefa thers F rederick  Douglass and W. E . 
B. Du Bois, State University of New York Press, Albany, p. 20.  
  
224 When the true history of the antislavery cause shall be written, women will occupy a large space in 
its pages, for the cause of the slave has been peculiarly woman's cause. Her heart and her conscience 
have supplied in large degree its motive and mainspring. Her skill, industry, patience, and perseverance 
have been wonderfully manifest in every trial hour . Douglass, F 1881, Li fe and Times of F rederick  
Douglass, Wri tten by Himse l f: His Early Li fe as a Slave, His Escape from Bondage, and His Complete 












                                                                                                                                  
225 In slave holidays, the rule of fear was momentarily replaced by the no less de basing rule of the 
 Myers, CP 
2008, Frederick  Douglass, Race and the Rebirth of American Libera l ism, University Press of Kansas, 
Lawrence, p. 32. 
  
226 s happiness is not the end s safety . Douglass, F 1857, My 











                                                                                                                                  
227 Judging from my own observation and experience, I believe these holidays to be among the most 
effective means, in the hands of slaveholders, of keeping down the spirit of insurrection among the 
slaves. To enslave men, successfully and safely, it is necess ary to have their minds occupied with 
thoughts and aspirations short of the liberty of which they are deprived . Ibid., p. 253. 
 
228 








                                                                                                                                  
229 manhood, , 
 
 
230 Manhood requires you to take sides, and you are mean or noble according to how you choose 
between action  You should enlist because the war for the Union, whether men so call it 
reproach. When you shall be seen nobly defending the liberties of your own country against rebels and 
traitors  brass itself will blush to use such arguments imputing cowardice against you . Douglass, F 
1863, Why Should a Colored Man Enlist? , April 1863, Douglass . Available from:  
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=1135 
 
231 You are however, not only a man, but an American citizen, so declared by the highest legal advisor 
of the Government, and you have hitherto expressed in various ways, not only your willingness but 
your earnest desire to fulfill any and every obligation which the relation of citizenship imposes . 
Douglass, F 1863, Why Should a Colored Man Enlist? , April 1863, Douglass . Available 












                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
 
232 Oppression of black men during slavery has been described as a demasculinization for the same  
reason that virtually no scholarly attention has been given to the oppression of black women during 
slavery. Underlying both tendencies is the sexist assumption that the experiences of men are more 
nishes the suffering and oppressions of 
enslaved black men, it is obvious that the two forces, sexism and racism, intensified and magnified the 
sufferings and oppressions of black women . hooks, b 1982, t I a Woman: Black  Women and 















                                                                                                                                  
233 Frederick Douglass saw the entire racial dilemma in America as a struggle between white men and 
black men ganing the vote while wo
the deprivation of the Negro of the right to vote, because some one else is deprived of that privilege? I 
hold that women, as well as men, have the right to vote, and my heart and my voice go with the 
moveme . Ibid., pp. 89 90. 
 
234 
And though he claims in his essay to support woman suffrage, he clearly believed it was more 
appropriate and fitting that men be given the right to vote. By emphasizing that the right to vote was 
more important to men than women, Douglass and other black male activists allied themselves with 
white male patriarchs on the basis of shared sexism . Ibid., p. 90. 
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235 Many who have at last made the discovery that the negroes have some rights as well as other 
 we are free 
to say that in respect to political rights, we hold woman to be justly entitled to all we claim for man. 
We go farther, and express are conviction that all political rights that it is expedient for man to 
 there can be no reason in the world for denying to woman the 
exercise of the elective franchise, or a hand in making and administering the laws of the land. Our 
. Douglass, F 1848, The Rights of Women The North Star. 
Available from: http://utc.iath.virginia.edu/abolitn/abwm03dt.html 
 
236 Douglass writes little about the political struggle of black women apart from the nongendered 
. Lemons, GL 2009, Womanist Forefa thers F rederick  Douglass and W. E . B. Du 











                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
237 Right is of no Sex  Truth is of no Color  God is the Father of us all, and we are all brethren . 
  










                                                                                                                                  
239 Berlin, I 1958, Two Concepts of Liberty , in Berlin, I 1969, Four Essays on Liberty, Oxford 
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